
The Port Coquitlam BIA is a proven way for 
property and business owners to work together 
to improve the overall appearance and appeal 
of the Historic Downtown. Annually through a 
modest levy, the Association has been able to 
address a range of important needs and issues.

Numerous successful projects and programs 
have been undertaken in the downtown 
by committed board members, committee 
members and volunteers. Their efforts are an 
extremely important and cost effective way of 
delivery sorely needed services.

The B.I.A. mission statement is as relevant 
today as it was when it was created: “To 
promote goods and services offered by the Port 
Coquitlam businesses and to increase market 
opportunities for the commercial district as 
a whole.” The objective is to build on Port 
Coquitlam’s heritage and to improve the area 
physically, socially and economically.

The Port Coquitlam Business Improvement 
Association’s third 5-year mandate will end 
December 31, 2010. The Board of Directors 
is recommending that the BIA be renewed 
for a further 5 years term with a boundary 
change expanding to Maple St and a budget 
of $859,800(see below). This allows for an 
increase of approximately 2% per annum.

	 2011- 165,200
	 2012- 168,500
	 2013- 171,900
	 2014- 175,300
	 2015- 178,900
	 _____________
	 Total: $859,800
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Past Achievements:

• Downtown Heritage street signs
• Hanging baskets on Shaughnessy St
• Concrete planters at West Shaughnessy 	
	 Plaza
• Communities in bloom participation
• Murals in 5 locations
• BIA Directory
• Revamping of website
• Virtual Tour on website
• Member surveys & questionnaires
• Co-op advertising program
• Student Ambassadors during Shaughnessy 	
	 St. reconstruction
• Millennium Committee Member
• Active participant in the City of Port    	
	 Coquitlam
• Worked on the development of the City’s 	
	 filming
• Supported City in Shaughnessy St. 		
	 upgrade/beautification
• Guidelines with membership input
• Sponsorship of Green Gym @ Gates Park

Established in 1996, the Port Coquitlam 
Business Improvement Association (BIA) 
has worked hard to maintain our downtown 
as an inviting place to work, do business, 
live, shop and enjoy. The BIA markets the 
Historic Downtown on behalf of the business 
community; delivers programs and sponsors 
events to enhance the area for all citizens 
of Port Coquitlam; and gives members an 
official voice. The work of the BIA is funded 
by an annual business levy as well as cash 
grants and contributions and gifts-in-kind 
from sponsors, partners and volunteers.

Special Annual Events:

• Downtown PoCo Car Show

• Harvest Festival

• May Day

• Spirit Week (Paint the town red)

• Christmas
	

Future Plans:

• BIA Gift cards

• Maintaining existing programs and events

• Twinkle Lights in trees

• Semi periodical magazine

The annual show is held on the 3rd Sunday in August. With over 400 
cars and 30,000 visitors attending the show yearly this event is a big hit, 
fun for the whole family, live entertainment and children’s activities.

The annual event is held on the first Saturday in October, live music, 
face painting, local venders. This popular event attracts over 6000 
visitors with activities for the whole family; in addition a family fun run 
has been added to promote healthy living.

The periodical is full of features on the downtown merchants of the 
present and past, their events and initiatives, as well as full directory 
listings of the products and services provided by the companies in the 
downtown area. 

In coordination with the City of PoCo, the BIA sponsors the Taste of PoCo. 
Local restaurants get together in the parking lot of Leigh Square to make 
a food court for those who are visiting the area on this busy day.

December 1st the streets of Downtown PoCo are lined with Christmas De-
cor, and a $50.00 subsidy is given to BIA Members towards window paint-
ing at this busy time of year.

Lighting of Leigh Square: The BIA sponsors Hot Chocolate and cookies for 
this annual event, and will be looking to further enhance the event with the 
City in the coming year.

Paint the town red, The BIA, City and local Merchants rallied together 
to show our Canadian spirit.

Revamping of the program already in place.

Currents Activities:

• Representation on City of Port Coquitlam’s 		
	 Smart Growth Committee

	
• Monthly Board Meetings

	
• Monthly promotional marketing through 		
	 local papers

• Shop local Campaign

• Anti graffiti wraps for Utility Boxes

• Year round banner program on 
	 Shaughnessy St.

Member of:

• May Day Committee

• Chamber of Commerce

• PoCo Heritage & Cultural Society

• BIA BC

• Smart Growth Committee

• Spirit Week Committee

• PoCo Motion

Every third Wednesday of the month, the BIA board of directors 
meet to discuss the direction of the BIA.

Working with the City of PoCo, the BIA provides a nominal donation.

“Representing the interests of our Members in both the current 
and long term economic planning and development with the City 
of Port Coquitlam”


